
Building and Codes Committee   Meeting   Minutes 

November 7, 2019  6:00 pm at the courthouse 

 

Members present: 

Dwight Jewell  Ken Buckmaster  John Oliver 

Stephen Chambers  Steve Whittaker  Landon Gully 

Sam Edwards  Grace Thomas  Coy Dickey 

 

-The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

 

Old Business: 

-The mayor gave the committee an update on the Senior Center situation in regard 

to the center being left without designated supervision. Mayor Chambers had met 

with the county attorney who had drafted up two options to deal with any liability 

problems. He had then taken the two to the senior center where they were presented 

to the center’s board of directors. They chose option one which was to have a 

“supervisor” at the center at all times. The Meals on Wheels program will have to 

arrange to have a person who is responsible to manage the center if that program 

director is called away. That person will have to be acquainted with the facility and 

how it is run, what to do in case of emergencies, etc.  

The Director of the Center wanted the committee to officially recognize this in our 

minutes so that everything is covered in legal terms. 

Motion by Steve Whittaker, second by Ken Buckmaster, to put in place the plan of 

having a responsible person in a supervisory position at all times at the facility, so 

that if either the Senior Center or the Meals on Wheels program directors are away, 

there is always a designated “supervisor” in charge of the building and any people in 

the building. Passed  

 

-The mayor then updated the committee on the property behind the old Littleton 

home and business on Church Street. He had spoken with one of the property owners 

whose property borders the old street behind his building. He was not interested in 

renting or leasing the narrow strip of land. He preferred to own it outright. The mayor 

said that if that was the case, we would have to declare the old road surplus property 

and then announce and accept sealed bids for that property. In discussion it was 

suggested we look into having a minimum bid of one hundred dollars. 

The mayor will see if that can be done legally. 

Motion to declare the aforementioned property “surplus” and set in motion the 

process of announcing and receiving sealed bids for the same. Motion by Ken 

Buckmaster, second by Coy Dickey. Passed. 

 

-Mr. Oliver gave an update on the use of the courthouse for the election office. He had 

spoken with Election official Steve Paxton and the two will meet and walk through 

the available rooms in the building and let him choose one and then make a list of 



what improvements would need to be made. One improvement would be to do some 

work on the existing handicapped ramp. 

 

New Business: 

-The mayor notified the committee that the Mid Cumberland Community Action 

Committee needs to rent office space in town. Mayor Chamber had shown the group  

a room in the courthouse that had been used by Shelly Brown and they were pleased 

with that. They would only use the office two days a week. This group works with 

several federal assistance programs for the elderly and the impoverished. In 

discussion the committee questioned the rent suggested by the mayor of fifty dollars 

a month. They also questioned what work might need to be done to the building to 

make it more habitable. It was noted that the heat and air conditioning are kept on 

in the building at present to keep the building in shape and to keep the units working. 

We presently only have one office occupied as the other offices have either been moved 

to the new Justice Center or the new county office building on Broadway.  

Motion by Coy Dickey, second by John Oliver to rent the office space to the Mid-

Cumberland Action Committee for one hundred dollars a month. Did not pass, vote 

of three in favor, five against. 

 

Committee member Ken Buckmaster then brought up the need for every county 

residence and business to have readable addresses. Currently there is no ordinance 

for a house to have its numbered street address in a prominent location or of a certain 

size…although most mail boxes have some sort of name or number. New homes are, 

however, required to have their street address posted. 

This was seen as a real need by first responders. Mark Beeler with the fire 

department, the Sheriff and Matt Brady with the ambulance service were all in 

attendance to encourage some action on this problem.  

The addresses would have to be a set size, readable from both directions on the street 

and posted by the entrance to the driveway. 

Discussion centered on who would be responsible for enforcement, how much the fine 

might be and how long people would have to comply. 

After much discussion it was decided to have the county attorney look at some of 

these issues and get back to us. The group was in full agreement that this is much 

needed. 

Motion by Coy Dickey to table this for the present, second by Landon Gully. Passed 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

John Oliver, Secretary 


